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January 11, 2017 
A Bi-Monthly Publication 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
Covington, TN 

ñLeading Others to Christ, Learning to Be Disciples, Loving through Service.ò 

 
 
 
 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Rev. Wade Cox 
Senior Pastor   

wadecoxfumc@bellsouth.net 
 

Care Staff 
Dr. Faye Beckett 

Congregational Care 
fbeckett_fumc@att.net 

 
Kendy Erwin 

Hospitality Care 
kerwin1962@att.net 

 
Program Staff 
Andrew Davis 

Youth Ministries 
ajdavis915@gmail.com 

 
Charlotte Quinley 

Children and Nursery Ministries 
cquinley@covingtonfumc.com 

 
Dr. Bonnie Wright 
Director of Music 

bwright@tipton-county.com 
 

Office Support Staff 
Sandy Burgess 

Administrative Assistant 
sburgess@covingtonfumc.com 

 
Holley Mills Morris 

Business Administrator 
hmmorris@covingtonfumc.com 

 
Musician  

  Justin Hanson, Organist 
 

Facilities 
Rebecca Paris  

Custodian 
 

Kenny Summers 
Maintenance 

FUMC Office Hours:   
9:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.  
Monday-Friday  

  

Dear Covington FUMC, 

 It is with mixed emotions that I share with 

you Charlotte Quinley’s retirement from our  

children’s ministry effective March 1. She has 

faithfully served our children over the past 5 and 

half years and will be missed. From the nursery to 

Sunday school, from children’s church to VBS, 

from preschool to Wednesday night programs, 

from play days to movie nights to singing at the 

nursing home, she has impacted the lives of our children and  

families and our community. We are grateful for her leadership and 

the many other ways she has contributed to the staff and ministry of 

Covington FUMC. 

 Later in February we will have a time to gather and express 

our appreciation to Charlotte, but I hope you will not wait until then 

to personally thank her. The Staff Parish Relations Committee 

(SPRC) will meet next week to establish a plan forward to continue 

leading the children of our church and community. I will also be 

meeting with the children’s ministry team by the end of the month 

and will rely heavily on their guidance and help in our time of  

transition. 

 I humbly ask that you pray for our church as we seek God’s 

guidance and for Charlotte as she puts on a different hat in her  

retirement to travel and spend time with friends and family. Please 

know that Stephen Smith, Chair of the SPRC, and I are available for 

any questions or suggestions you may have.  

 

Serving with you, 

Wade 



2 

January 13 Jackie Delashmit 
January 14 Abbigale McDaniel 
 John Richardson 
 Amelia Sullivan 
 Tanner Sullivan 
January 15 Kristi Escue 
 Melanie Maxwell Brooks 
 Caitlyn Pemberton 
January 16 Will Clark 
 Bonnie Wright 
January 17 Rebecca Paris 
January 18 Carson Winberry 
January 19 W.T. Bailey 
 Joel Howard 
 Jerry Hunter 
January 20 Dianne Stone 
January 22 Olivia McCalla 
January 23 Pam Shelley 

January 25 Carolynn Scruggs 
 Katelyn Stewart 
January 26 Bo Anderson 
 Bobby Anderson 
January 27 Lauren Enzor 
 Kelley Mathis 
 Greg Maury 
January 28 Tommy McDow 
 Phil Richardson 
 William Wooten 
January 29 Cassie Evans 
 Ally Naifeh 
 Barry Wright 
January 30 Teri Carter 
 Skip Erwin 
 Carter Ray   

    

 

 

 

Welcome to Annabelle Jane 

Shelley, the daughter of 

Drew and Shannon Shelley, 

who was born January 8th.   

Annabelle is greeted by her proud grandparents, 

Van and Pam Shelley and great-grandmother,  

Bettye Shelley. 

 

 

Congratulations to Andrew and  

Gabrielle Keefer on the birth of their 

son, Bramwell Breckinridge 

Keefer born December 22nd. He is 

welcomed by his big brother Bradford. 

NEW ARRIVALS! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Lilah Gayle Carter and Graeson James 

Carter were baptized Sunday, January 8th.  

We celebrate this special day with them and 

their family!  Lilah and Graeson’s parents 

are Trae and Teri Carter. 

NOTE OF THANKS 

On behalf of Habitat for Humanity of 

Tipton County, I would like to thank 

you for your donations to our affiliate.  

We rely on the generosity of donors 

like you and are grateful for your  

support.  We want to wish all of you a 

very happy and blessed New Year in 

2017. 
   

  Sincerely, 
  Habitat Board Members  
     and Family 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.happybirthdaycake2015.com%2Fhappy-birthday-quotes-messages-pictures-sms-and-sayings.html&ei=zdL0VLLWDMGDNv29g6AH&bvm=bv.87269000,d.eXY&psig=
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HYMNALS 

 

We are grateful to the Bierman family for 

their gift of new hymnals in the Sanctuary 

pews in memory of Dr. L.C. Bierman.  The old 

hymnals are available in the Fellowship Hall 

to those who had given one or had been given 

one in memory or in honor of their family.  

These will be available until Sunday,  

January 22nd.  Any remaining after this date 

will be donated to local nursing homes. 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

 

In the event of inclement weather, check our website, our Facebook, and Twitter pages, and email for 
updates, announcements, and cancellations. 

  

Church and Outside Groups - In the event of inclement weather, groups may meet at their own  
discretion for day and evening activities unless otherwise notified by FUMC that the building is 
closed.  The church will be open if feasible but safety will be a priority.  Each group will be  
responsible for its own communications. 

  

Weekday Offices - The church offices may be closed during weekdays at discretion of the pastor in 
cases of hazardous driving. This will be announced by 7:30 a.m. through Facebook, Twitter, and  
general email. 

  

Wednesday Night - When Tipton County schools are closed due to inclement weather on  
Wednesdays, any planned Wednesday night program for children, youth and adults will be  
cancelled.  Any other programming such as Choir practices will be decided at the discretion of the 
person in charge and will be announced through Facebook, Twitter, website, and general email by 
noon. 

  

Worship Services and Sunday School - Sunday school and worship services will occur regardless 
of most inclement weather--barring extreme and publicly unsafe conditions. Any such decision to 
cancel Sunday worship would be announced through Facebook, Twitter, and general email only after 
consultation of pastor with church leadership.  The hope is to have at least the 11:00 a.m. worship 
service. 

  

Please use your best judgment in deciding whether to come to worship, and if you cannot come, 
please join us by internet, radio or television. 

2017 CHURCH LEADERSHIP 
 

In this edition of the FOCUS, you will find a  

listing of FUMC Church Leadership for 2017.  

This insert contains the names of all those who 

have been nominated and accepted positions on 

Church Council, Administrative and Ministry 

teams.  Thank you all for your willingness to 

serve and may God bless you and FUMC in the 

coming year. 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Romans 15:13 (NRSV) 
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CHILDREN’S WEDNESDAY NIGHT   

               PROGRAM RESUMES 

 

Children will travel alongside John Wesley and ride 

through Methodist history.  In ñJourney 

with J.W.ò, learn about the United 

Methodist heritage and how it has 

shaped who we are as people of faith.  

Find out how God inspired John Wesley 

and other early leaders of our church to 

spread the good news about Jesus 

throughout the world, and that God  

continues to call us to tell the world about Jesus  

today!  Children meet in the classrooms in the  

lower level of the Education Building each  

Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. 

For the past year, the children have collected  

money to help local charities.  This Spring, we have 

decided to support Amanda’s Way.  This  

organization provides temporary housing and  

resources for families needing a safe haven in  

Tipton County.  For more information, visit  

http://www.amandasway.org. 

NEW WEDNESDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY FOR ADULTS 

The invitation from Christ is: "Come and see, Follow me". Experience the  
magnificent passages in John including the I am statements (I am the truth, the life 
and the way, I am the living water and more). Revisit stories only told in John's  
gospel including Nicodemus, Mary Magdalene and the raising of Lazarus.  

Participants for this Invitation to John do not have to have an in-depth knowledge 
of the Bible to enjoy and benefit from participation. Reading just two chapters of 
John a week, they will discover the life altering stories that will invite them to follow 
Christ as true disciples. 

Beth Lockhart and Missy Owen will lead this study each Wednesday beginning with an  
introductory session January 11th at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

CHILDREN’S PLAY DAY 

Children Pre-K through 5th 

grade will have a play day 

Monday, January 16th 

from  10:00 a.m. until noon 

in the Christian Life Center.  

Many exciting activities are 

planned, so come and join in the fun! 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITY 

Out of school and looking for something to 

do?  The Christian Life 

Center will be open 

Monday, January 16th 

from 1:00-3:00 p.m. for 

youth in grades 6-12.  

Invite your friends for an 

afternoon of basketball, board games and 

other great activities.   

YOUTH SMALL GROUPS 
 

Youth small groups (grades 6-12) meet Sunday evenings from 5:30-7:00 p.m.  They are beginning a 

study on the book of James.  If your child isn't yet involved in small groups and wants to be, this is 

the perfect time to get plugged in!  Boys meet at the Morrison’s home, 1315 Walters Street,  

Covington; the girls meet at the Griffin’s home, 360 Countrywood, Covington.  If you have any  

questions, please contact Andrew Davis at 901-451-0363. 
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UMW CIRCLE MEETINGS 

 

 

 

 

 

Ruth Circle  

2nd Monday of each month  

 12:00 p.m.  

Fellowship Hall 
 

 

Mary Martha Circle  

2nd Tuesday of  each month  

 9:30 a.m.   

New Beginnings Classroom 

GOOD SAMARITAN YEAR-END REPORT     

As 2016 has ended, many reports are being compiled to include reviewing Samaritan numbers 
since 2011 (when Samaritan records were actively maintained).  It is a tremendous amount of  
information with a common thread – each year the program, awards, and households assisted has 
grown!  Just a few numbers: 

          In 2011, 424 households received assistance totaling $27,809.00. 

          And in 2015, the counts were 637 households totaling $33,388.01 in awards. 

          While 2016 has closed out with 893 households receiving $49,536.84 in awards! 
 
These numbers are impressive and do not include any information from the Food Pantry, Share 
The Warm Coat Closet, Round UP and diapers.  Each household receiving an award has come to 
the church to discuss their situation.  Many times these visits end with prayer, words of  
encouragement and often a hug.   

Thank you for your gifts of prayer, financial support and volunteers to continue this program into 
2017.  FUMC has established relationships with our neighbors in the community, city and  
county.  As simple as it may seem, always, thank God and thank you. 

(If you would like to see the annual Samaritan comparison, please contact the church office for a 
report of these numbers.) 

SAMARITAN FUND TOTALS 

   Samaritan Balance: 7,159.52 

 As of December 31, 2016 

January 1, 2016 to December 31, 2016 

# of 

Awards 

Amount Type of Assistance 

          2  $      149.50    Bus Ticket 

          0  $               0     Food 

      345  $ 22,126.00   Lodging 

        21  $      952.05   Miscellaneous 

        62  $   3,440.61   Rent 

      437  $ 22,218.68   Utilities 

        26  $      650.00   Vehicle Gas 

      893  $ 49,536.84 Totals 

Children:   
Senior Adults:  
Adults:   
Total Individuals:  
Fixed Income:   
Lost Jobs:      

 1,067 
74 

1,180 
2,321 
283 
62 ñFaith is not the belief that God will do 

what you want. It is the belief that 

 God will do what is right.ò  

-Max Lucado 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwij_7_N9pDKAhUJ52MKHWbND10QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffineartamerica.com%2Ffeatured%2F-the-good-samaritan-clive-uptton.html&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNEALk9eAYw
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HOMEMADE BAKED OR CANNED ITEMS NEEDED  

Kendy Erwin, the hospitality coordinator, wishes to share your culinary skills with 

new visitors to the church and to those returning home from the hospital or  

medical rehab.  If you love to cook, this is an excellent opportunity to share your 

gifts with others.  Kendy is requesting your extra or overage canned items such as 

salsa, pickles, jellies, jams, etc. OR your baked goods such as breads and  

cookies.  The hope is to share one of these items with the family when she visits 

their household.  If you wish to help with this ministry, please contact Kendy at 

the church office at 476-9694 or on her cell at 356-2176. 

 
 

Cindy Pease, M.H.S.P.,  
Licensed Professional  
Counselor, Nationally Certified.  
For appointments call the FUMC  
office 476-9694, ext. 17.  

 

Faye Beckett, D.C.C.  
Doctorate in Christian  
Counseling.  For appointments call  
the 901-603-0456.  Counseling  
Ministry: Empowering others to reach 
their God given purpose. 
 

COUNSELING 

Counseling is available for individuals, couples or families.  Fees are based on ability to pay.   

ROUNDUP YEAR-END REPORT 

FUMC in partnership with the Covington Electric Board,  Covington Alderman and Covington city 
residents provide utility support to many families with financial needs.  The intent of this program is 
to assist households who pay their expenses but for unexpected expenses prevent the household bills 
to be paid.  For the majority of households, there is one or two working adults in the household who 
have experienced either missed work due to illness, car or house repairs, etc. resulting in a financial 
shortfall for this month.  This program also provides assistance to fixed income homes who may have 
experienced some type of financial crisis including extremely high utility bills based on the  
weather.  As the awards are made, awards from this program are 100% of the approved households 
utility bill for the month.   

In 2016, 141 households received benefits from this program.  For comparison purposes, 137  
households were awarded in 2015.  Thank you for your support to this program to help these families 
at a time of financial crisis.  (Households not meeting the criteria of the Round UP program are  
referred to FUMC The Good Samaritan Fund.) 

 

The 2016 Round UP program report is below: 

          393 Households were interviewed 

          CES:   322 total households 
                                   98 approved totaling $17,801.66 
                                   224 declined totaling $29,501.67 
 
                     CGWS: 148 total household 

              43 approved totaling $7,455.96 
                         75 declined totaling $7,864.10 
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CHILDREN’S CHURCH WORKERS 

NURSERY WORKERS 

UPPER ROOM PRAYER MINISTRY SCHEDULE 

January 15 
MorningSong Service  Traditional Service 
Volunteers Needed   Cathy Adams 
  

January 22 
MorningSong Service  Traditional Service 
Volunteers Needed   Volunteers Needed 

84 
95 
132 

No Pantry 
$2,570.00 
$8,372.28 

January 1, 2017 

 

MorningSong -  
Sunday School  -              
Traditional Worship -                                                                  
Bread of Life Worship -                                    
MorningSong Offering -  
Traditional Worship Offering - 

 

ATTENDANCE & GIVING 

107 
102 
150 
89 

$2,982.00 
$7,080.00 

January 8, 2017 

 

MorningSong -  
Sunday School  -              
Traditional Worship -                                                                  
Bread of Life Worship -                                    
MorningSong Offering -  
Traditional Worship Offering - 

COMMUNION OFFERING 

Thank you for your generous  
communion offering gifts of 

$398.00 to benefit Confidential 
Care for Women.  This ministry 

serves clients who are facing  
unplanned pregnancies and offers 

free medical, counseling and  
referral services. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

New offering envelopes are now  
available in each Sunday school  

classroom, in the foyer in the 
Christian Life Center and on the 

ushers table in the Sanctuary. 

January 15 
     MorningSong: Sherrie Wright and Nancy Leem (Brenda Moss, emergency relief) 
      Traditional Service: Jenny Lazure and Kacee McCalla (Jaime Hunter, emergency relief) 

January 22  
      MorningSong: McKenzie Howard and Jane Mayfeld (Brenda Moss, emergency relief)  
      Traditional Service: Beth Lockhart and Charlotte Quinley (Jenny Lazure, emergency relief) 
       

          
 
 
 
 
 

January 15 
     MorningSong: Sharman Coley and Abbey Beasley (Rhonda Castleman, emergency relief) 
     Traditional Service: Phyllis Richmond and Jillian Hunter (Yvonne Bryant, emergency relief) 
January 22  
      MorningSong: Chelsea Griffin and Leah Beasley (Sharman Coley, emergency relief) 
      Traditional Service: Angela Clark and Brenna Grace Lockhart (JoAnne Cain, emergency relief) 
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    Memorials and Tributes  
In Memory of Jim Baum 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Eddie and Carol Daniel 
In Honor of Faye Beckett 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Memory of Duke Brasfield 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Mike Bodiford 
In Honor of Martha Brasfield 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Mike Bodiford 
     Bread of Life Food Pantry Fund by Don and Sandra Burnham 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Vip and Barbara Lewis 
In Honor of Sandy Burgess 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Memory of Eric Byrd 
     March to the Manger Van and Mason/Braden Initiative Funds by  
          Frank and Barbra Racy 
In Memory of Marguerite Cheairs 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Eddie and Carol Daniel 
In Honor of Rev. Wade Cox 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Memory of Robert Davie 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Eddie and Carol Daniel 
     Altar Care Fund by The New Beginnings Class, FUMC 
In Honor of Andrew Davis 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Memory of Ann Enzor 
     March to the Manger Funds by David Enzor 
In Honor of Kendy Erwin 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Honor of FUMC Youth 
     March to the Manger Van Fund by Keith and Brenda Elzie 
In Honor of Justin Hanson 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Honor of Sue Jones 
     March to the Manger Mason/Braden Initiative Fund by Jennifer Jones 
In Memory of Walter McIntosh 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Chad and Kim Stewart 
In Honor of Holley Mills Morris 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Honor of Liz Newman 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Honor of Rebecca Paris 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Memory of Rev. Grace Phelps 
     Good Samaritan Fund by James Ellis and Kenneth Brooks 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Grove Group Barnhart Crane & Rigging 
     Food Pantry Fund by Roger and Brenda Williams 



9 

Bobby Anderson 
Donna Beard 
Tom Bready 
Arnold Bull 
Joe Campodonico 
Terri Rice Chumley 
Amber Corbitt Cimadevilla 
Kaleigh Easley  
Cassie Evans 
Marian Hendricks 
Becky Horstkoetter 

Lorna Keahey 
Janet Klutts 
Bernie Liles 
Lori Butler Lindley 
Donna Luckey 
Charlie Moss 
Sammy Naifeh 
James Neely 
Frank Racy 
Judy Sloan Ralph 
Sharon Rich 

Lisa Rickard 
Dick Sherrod 
Jean Simonton 
BJ Smith 
Hazel Townsend 
Jimmy Turner 
Bart White 
Maxine Whitehorn 
Camille Whitley 
Dr. Barney Witherington III 
 

Memorials and Tributes, continued  
In Honor of Charlotte Quinley 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Honor of Bill and Mar Ray 
     Food Pantry Fund by Roger and Brenda Williams 
In Memory of Florence Cheairs Redd 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Eddie and Carol Daniel 
In Memory of Sara Shelton 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Eddie and Carol Daniel 
In Memory of John Smith 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Eddie and Carol Daniel 
     March to the Manger Van Fund by Chad and Leigh Smith 
In Honor of Kenny Summers 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 
In Memory of Martha Wallace 
     March to the Manger Van Fund by Bud and Debbie Neal 
In Memory of Harry and Clara Nell Williams 
     Good Samaritan Fund by Roger and Brenda Williams 
In Honor of Bonnie Wright 
     March to the Manger Funds by Donna Jones 
     March to the Manger Food Pantry and Van Fund by Ted and Carolyn Turner 

CONDOLENCES 

Sally Ann Bailey Forsythe died January 11th in Baton Rouge, LA. She will be buried beside her 
late husband in the Memorial Gardens, Brownsville; arrangements are pending.    

 

Mazie Peggy Gasson, grandmother of Chris Turner, passed away January 9th.  Her  
arrangements are being taken care of by Maley-Yarbrough Funeral Home with  
visitation from 10-11:00 a.m. Thursday, January 12th with the service at 11:00 on  
Thursday.  Mrs. Gasson was the widow of George Gasson. 

Kate Timberlake Leslie, Ed Timberlake’s 86 year old sister of Grand Rapids, Texas, passed away 
January 8th. 

Johnny McDivitt, Jackie McDivitt's brother, passed away January 6th.  
 

Please keep all of these families in your prayers.    

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=MFlZSdeIS2P0-M&tbnid=NXUjUUX3ooPwUM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.800florals.com%2Fvirtual3%2Fvc8.html&ei=OBFIU6uWJ8ik2gW7yoDQBQ&bvm=bv.64542518,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNH
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WORSHIP TIMES 

Morning Song Service 
Sundays at 8:30 a.m. 
Christian Life Center 

 

Sunday School 
9:45 a.m. 

 

Traditional Service 
Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 

Sanctuary 

First United Methodist Church 
145 W. Church Avenue 
Covington, TN  38019 

 
Phone: 901-476-9694 

Fax: 901-476-5352 
 

E-mail:covingtonfumc@covingtonfumc.com 

 

Website:www.covingtonfumc.com 

 

Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCCovington 

 

Twitter: 
twitter.com/FUMCCovington  

WORSHIP BROADCASTS 

 
 
  

Live radio broadcast of the Traditional Worship on 
WKBL AM 1250 @ 11 a.m.  

 

Delayed broadcast of the Traditional Worship on KBJ  
Cable TV, Channel 5 (city) and 19 (county) - Sundays at 

1:00 p.m.; Tuesdays at 12 Noon.  

 

MorningSong broadcast is on Mondays at 6:00 p.m.  Also, live 
streaming of the  traditional service is available at 
www.covingtonfumc.com.  Both services are also archived at our 
website and can be viewed online anytime. 

 

CHURCH INFORMATION 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the church, classes or 

activities offered, please pick-up a brochure located in the lobby 

of the Christian Life Center or on the table in the hallway leading 

to the Sanctuary. If you would like a tour of the church or would 

like more information, please contact the church office by calling 

901-476-9694 or emailing www.covingtonfumc.com. 


